
Baltimore Sun still couldn’t detract
from all the great characters and
labyrinthine plots, and the series
finale was one of the most elegantly
handled finales in recent memory,”
wrote Robert Philpot of the Fort
Worth Star-Telegram. 

Universal Media Studios domi-
nated the top 10, with spots three
through seven filled by shows from
the NBC Universal production arm,
including Fox’s “House” and Sci Fi’s
“Battlestar Galactica.” NBC’s Thurs-
day night comedies “30 Rock” and
“The Office” continued their consis-
tent performance in the poll, with
“Rock” improving slightly on its No.
4 finish in the winter 2008 poll to
place third this time around, while
“Office” climbed from No. 8 to No. 4.

“Rock” “surpassed ‘The Office,’ in
a tight race, as the most creative and
consistently funny show on TV. Tina
Fey and her crew have pulled togeth-
er a real gem. All that’s left is for
more people to tune in,” wrote Vic-
tor Balta, who’s with Comcast.net.

Several critics bemoaned the lack
of ratings success for “30 Rock,” a
complaint that echoed critical sup-
port a few years ago for Fox’s “Arrest-
ed Development”—a show that
received heaps of praise for its sharp

wit but failed to find a consistent
audience and consequently had a
short run. 

“America for some reason contin-
ues to resist one of the brightest
comedies in years,” Tom Jicha of the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel wrote
about “30 Rock.”

On the cancellation bubble for
what seems like its entire run, NBC’s
“Friday Night Lights” made another
appearance in the top 10, repeating
its fifth-place finish from the winter
poll. Critics weren’t as enthralled
with the second season of “Lights” as
with the first—the show placed third
in the summer 2007 poll—but still
gushed about what the show brings
to the broadcast table. 

“OK, season two wasn’t as good
as this classy drama’s first,” wrote the
San Jose, Calif., Mercury News’ Char-
lie McCollum. “But thanks to splen-
did acting and an evocative sense of
time and place, it was still one of the

finest things on network TV.”
Cable net AMC solidified its

recently elevated critical status with
eighth-place “Breaking Bad.” Critics
appreciated AMC’s new brand of
dramas so much that “Mad Men”
scored enough votes to place 13th in
the poll, even though it fell outside
of the airdate parameters for the
summer poll. 

“Bryan Cranston’s turn in ‘Break-
ing Bad’ was TV’s most startling
transformation since Michael Chik-
lis went from doughy dad to buff
badass for the first season of ‘The
Shield,’” wrote Christopher Law-
rence of the Las Vegas Review-
Journal. 

Fox’s “24” and NBC’s “Heroes,”
two shows that typically have a pres-
ence on the poll, were directly affect-
ed by the writers strike, as both
series were on hiatus and ineligible
this time around.

The rest of the top 10 is filled out
by pay cable shows. HBO’s “John
Adams” and Showtime’s “The
Tudors” stirred the history buff in
critics, while HBO’s “In Treatment”
played on the DVR fanatic in all of
us, running five days a week for
nearly nine weeks.

“One of the few benefits of the
strike was that I had enough time to
watch all 43 episodes of [‘In Treat-
ment’] and appreciate the wonder-
ful, progressive writing and the
amazing performances by Gabriel
Byrne, Dianne Wiest, Mia Wasi-
kowska and company,” wrote Mr.
Sepinwall. ■

TELEVISIONWEEK July 7, 2008 13

BEST & WORST SERIES
Votes were tabulated using a weighted scale. Critics submitted 10 shows in the best series category, with the top choice receiv-
ing 10 points, the second choice nine points and so on down to the 10th choice, which received one point. Shows were televised
between Jan. 6 and June 20.

BEST SERIES
Rank Show Network Winter ’08 Production Studio

Poll Ranking

1 Lost ABC N/R Touchstone TV
2 The Wire HBO N/R HBO, Blow Deadline 
3 30 Rock NBC 4 Universal Media Studios, Broadway Video TV
4 The Office NBC 8 Reveille, Universal Media Studios
5 Friday Night Lights NBC 5 Imagine Entertainment, Universal Media Studios, Film 44
6 House Fox 7 Heel & Toe Films, Shore Z, Bad Hat Harry, Universal Media Studios
7 Battlestar Galactica Sci Fi N/R Universal Media Studios, British Sky Broadcasting
8 Breaking Bad AMC New Sony Pictures TV
9 John Adams HBO New HBO Films, High Noon Productions, Playtone
10 In Treatment HBO New Closest to the Hole Productions, HBO
10 The Tudors Showtime N/R Showtime, Reveille, Working Title, Peace Arch Entertainment
12 Grey’s Anatomy ABC 11 Touchstone TV, Cherry 
13 Masterpiece Theater PBS N/R WGBH
14 The Big Bang Theory CBS N/R CBS TV, Warner Bros. TV
14 The Daily Show Comedy Central N/R Comedy Central, Mad Cow, Hello Doggie
16 Torchwood BBC America N/R BBC Wales, Canadian Broadcasting Corp.
17 The Colbert Report Comedy Central N/R Busboy, Comedy Central, Hello Doggie, Spartina
17 How I Met Your Mother CBS N/R 20th Century Fox TV
19 The Riches FX N/R Maverick, Fox TV Studios
20 American Idol Fox N/R Fremantle Media, 19 TV, Fox TV
20 Desperate Housewives ABC 11 Touchstone TV, Cherry 
22 The New Adventures 

of Old Christine CBS N/R Warner Bros. TV
23 Project Runway Bravo 22 Weinstein Co., Miramax TV, Magical Elves, Full Picture
24 Gossip Girl The CW N/R College Hill Pictures, 17th Street, CBS Paramount Network TV, 

Warner Bros. TV
25 Ugly Betty ABC 8 Touchstone TV
25 CSI CBS N/R CBS Paramount Network TV, Alliance Atlantis, Bruckheimer TV
25 Eli Stone ABC New Berlanti TV, Touchstone TV

WORST SERIES
Rank Show Network Winter ’08 Production Studio

Poll Ranking

1 The Moment of Truth Fox New Lighthearted Entertainment
2 The Return of 

Jezebel James Fox New Fox Broadcasting, Regency TV
3 Quarterlife NBC New Bedford Falls 
3 Living Lohan E! New Bunim-Murray, Maloof TV
5 Big Brother CBS N/R CBS TV, Endemol, Shapiro/Grodner 
5 Cashmere Mafia ABC New Back East Pictures, Darren Star Productions, 

Gail Katz Productions, Sony Pictures TV
7 Secret Talents 

of the Stars CBS New Magic Molehill 
7 Farmer Wants a Wife The CW New Fremantle Media, Super Delicious 
9 American Idol Fox N/R Fremantle Media, 19 TV, Fox TV
9 According to Jim ABC N/R Brad Grey TV, Touchstone TV

“30 Rock”

“The Office”

“Friday Night Lights”

STRONG SHOWING Universal Media
Studios had half of the top 10 series,
including the three pictured above.
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CRITICS
POLL

“House” “Battlestar Galactica” “Breaking Bad”

“Quarterlife” “Living Lohan” “Big Brother”

“‘Lost’ thrillingly
reclaimed its
position this year
as TV’s most
adventurous …
action drama.” 
Matt Roush, TV Guide
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