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During a wild writers-strike-

shortened season, critics had a

multitude of guesses at what

trends, for better and for worse,

emerged at the end of it. 

However, critics generally

supported the emergence and

continuation of well-crafted cable

shows and enjoyed the rise of

the geek on broadcast. 

“Loved the new

parade of geeky quirky

heroes: Chuck of

‘Chuck,’ the slacker

hero of ‘Reaper,’

the lonely pie-

maker of ‘Push-

ing Daisies,’ the

antisocial

geniuses of ‘The

Big Bang Theo-

ry,’” wrote TV

Guide’s Matt Roush.

“The trend toward

quality dramas on cable

was a plus,” wrote Bruce

Miller of the Sioux City

Journal. “What they showed us:

You could have one or two mar-

quee shows and they would draw

an audience. Think ‘Mad Men.’”

The cable trend even dribbled

over into broadcast, in some

critics’ eyes.

“Best trend is broadcast TV

playing to higher standards for

adult entertainment set by cable.

Not that ‘Swingtown’ is worth lav-

ish praise, but it’s a step toward

experimentation and more ambi-

tious programming,” wrote the

Denver Post’s Joanne Ostrow. 

As for trends that drew criti-

cal disapproval, one needs to look

no further than the worst list:

schlocky reality television. 

Critics weren’t fans of the

bumper crop of reality shows

focused on C-list or lower

celebrities, such as E!’s

“Living Lohan” and MTV’s

“A Shot at Love With Tila

Tequila.” 

“There were way too

many reality shows

based on D-list

stars (‘Secret

Talents of the

Stars,’ ‘Celebri-

ty Circus’).

Granted, some

are great (‘Kathy

Griffin: My Life on the D-

List’), and some are good

(‘Scott Baio: 46 and Preg-

nant’), but the majority

are just failures from the

start,” wrote Jacki Garfinkel of

ivillage.com. 

Many critics, though, were

stumped by the question about

this year’s trends, as they felt the

2007-08 season was too disjointed

to even get a read on, thanks to

the writers strike. 

“Best trend: Strike ended.

Worst trend: Strike started,”

wrote Hal Boedeker of the Orlan-

do Sentinel. ■

— ANDREW KRUKOWSKI

‘We all knew this waste of talent
wasn’t going to last more than two
episodes; why didn’t Fox?,” wrote
Robert Philpot of the Fort Worth
Star-Telegram.

NBC fiasco “Quarterlife” man-
aged to air only once on the chan-
nel, but still earned a tie for the
third spot with E!’s reality series
“Living Lohan.” 

Originally a MySpace-exclusive
series and hailed as the marriage of
online video and television, “Quar-
terlife” was called in during the
writers strike and aired once in late
February. Drawing dreadful rat-
ings, the show was quickly shuffled
out to pasture on NBC cable sib-
ling Bravo. 

“Even one episode of this hope-
lessly pretentious and full-of-itself
misfire from the Internet was too
much for NBC. Even more annoy-
ing than its content was the atti-
tude of its makers that ‘traditional’
TV critics were too old-school to
appreciate its charms. We all watch
YouTube. We don’t necessarily think
it’s ready for prime time,” TV
Guide’s Matt Roush wrote.

Continuing down the list, CBS’
“Big Brother” and ABC’s “Cashmere
Mafia” tied for fifth. 

Commenting on both “Mafia”

and the unranked NBC show “Lip-
stick Jungle,” the Chicago Tribune’s
Maureen Ryan wrote, “One word:
uuuuugh.”

While the early cancellation of
CBS’ “Secret Talents of the Stars”
robbed viewers of seeing former
Nixon staffer Ben Stein doing the
jitterbug, critics couldn’t help but
acknowledge the show, voting it
into a tie for seventh worst with
The CW’s “Green Acres”-meets-
“The Bachelor” show, “Farmer
Wants a Wife.”

“It’s an awful show, but not
awful enough to be good awful,”
Rick Kushman of the Sacramento
Bee wrote of “Farmer.” “It alternat-
ed badly between kitsch and taking

itself seriously. They should have
stayed with kitsch.”

Rounding out the list was a tie
for ninth between two veteran
shows, Fox’s “American Idol,” which
premiered in 2002, and ABC’s
“According to Jim,” which pre-
miered in 2001. 

“American Idol” received stan-
dard reality jeers, but also cheers,
as it cracked the Top 20 on the
“best” list as well and came in at
No. 1 among the critics’ favorite
reality shows.

Tom Jicha of the South Florida
Sun-Sentinel described “Jim” as
“the ‘Mr. Belvedere’ of this genera-
tion—ignored but impossible to
kill.” ■
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WORST

duction quicker than usual as the
writers strike left networks scram-
bling to fill airtime slotted for script-
ed material. 

“One of the great tragedies of the
writers strike is that the world got an
extra edition of this,” wrote Rick
Kushman of the Sacramento Bee. 

Tied for the No. 4 spot with MTV’s
“A Shot at Love With Tila Tequila,”
CBS’ “Secret Talents of the Stars”

aired only once, allowing audiences
to see country singer’s Clint Black’s
stand-up routine and actor George
Takei’s country crooning. With its
early cancellation, viewers were
deprived of seeing Danny Bonaduce
riding a unicycle. 

“Are you kidding me?” asked Jacki
Garfinkel of iVillage.com.

Newcomers to the realm of worst
reality on television include two

shows from E!, as “Denise Richards:
It’s Complicated” and “Living Lohan”
tied for eighth. 

Critical bile boiled quickly, as those
two shows debuted just three days
after TVWeek’s poll was distributed to
critics. However, they still managed to
crack the top 10 ahead of critical duds
such as NBC’s “My Dad Is Better Than
Your Dad” and Bravo’s “The Real
Housewives of New York City.” 

“Complicated” follows Charlie
Sheen’s former bride, Denise
Richards, while “Living Lohan”
chronicles the Lohan brood (sans
Lindsay) grooming Ali Lohan for a
record launch. 

“Living Lohan” is “like watching
one of those scary movies in drivers
ed, before the crash,” wrote Ellen
Gray of the Philadelphia Daily
News. ■
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“The Return of Jezebel James”

Michael Ausiello, Entertainment Weekly; Victor Balta, Comcast.net;

Ed Bark, unclebarky.com; Rick Bentley, Fresno (Calif.) Bee; Hal Boedek-

er, Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel; Joel Brown, MeeVee.com; John Crook, Tri-

bune Media Services; Amanda Cuda, Connecticut Post; Jacqueline Cut-

ler, Tribune Media Services; Eric Deggans, St. Petersburg (Fla.) Times;

Laura Fries, Daily Variety; Jacki Garfinkel, iVillage.com; Ellen Gray,

Philadelphia Daily News; John Griffiths, US Weekly; Mike Hughes, Gan-

nett News Service; Tom Jicha, South Florida Sun-Sentinel; Rick Kush-

man, Sacramento Bee; Christopher Lawrence, Las Vegas Review-Jour-

nal; Ed Martin, JackMyers.com; Julio Martinez, VIP Latino

Magazine/latinheat.com; Charlie McCollum, San Jose (Calif.) Mercury

News; Bruce Miller, Sioux City (Iowa) Journal; Gerri Miller, Scholastic-

news.com; Meg Mimura, Lighthouse; Barb Oates, Channel Guide Maga-

zine; Kate O’Hare, Tribune Media Services/Zap2it.com; Joanne Ostrow,

Denver Post; Rob Owen, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette; Karla Peterson, San

Diego Union-Tribune; Robert Philpot, Fort Worth Star-Telegram; Matt

Roush, TV Guide; Maureen Ryan, Chicago Tribune; Alan Sepinwall, The

Star-Ledger, Newark, N.J.; Michael Schneider, Daily Variety; Ken Tucker,

Entertainment Weekly; Dave Walker, New Orleans Times-Picayune. ■

PARTICIPATING CRITICS
“The Moment of Truth” “Farmer Wants a Wife” “Big Brother”

WORST REALITY SERIES
Rank Show Network Production Studio

1 The Moment of Truth Fox Lighthearted Entertainment
2 Farmer Wants a Wife The CW Fremantle Media, Super Delicious 
3 Big Brother CBS CBS TV, Endemol, Shapiro/Grodner 
4 Secret Talents of the Stars CBS Magic Molehill 
4 A Shot at Love 

With Tila Tequila MTV 495 Productions
6 Crowned: The Mother 

of All Pageants The CW 20th Century Fox TV
6 American Gladiators NBC MGM TV, Reveille 
8 Denise Richards: 

It’s Complicated E! Ryan Seacrest 
8 Living Lohan E! Bunim-Murray, Maloof TV
10 America’s Next 

Top Model The CW 10 by 10 Entertainment, Pottle Productions, Ty Ty Baby 

“Secret Talents of the Stars” “A Shot at Love With Tila Tequila” “Crowned: The Mother of All Pageants” “American Gladiators”

TAKING STOCK OF TRENDS

“geeky
quirky
heroes”
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