SPECIAL SECTION

THE STATE OF TV NEWS

ACROSS

GWSpro

THEBOARD

EDWARD R.

MURROW
AWARDS

Honoring:
Excellence in
electronic
journalism
Where: Grand
Hyatt, New York
When: Monday,
Oct. 13
Presenters:
Lester Holt,
Soledad O'Brien,
Maggie
Rodriguez, Brian
Williams, Bob
Woodruff

Also to be pre-
sented: RTNDA
Unity Awards
Details:
rtnda.org

Murrows Laud Excellence at Network, Local Levels

By Debra Kaufman
Special to TelevisionWeek

The Radio-Television News Directors Association gathers Oct. 13
at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in New York to present the 2008 Edward R.
Murrow Awards.

In addition to recipients of the 38th Murrow Awards, winners
of the RTNDA/Unity Awards—which acknowledge news organi-
zations’ commitment to covering issues of diversity in their com-
munities—will be honored. Out of an initial pool of 3,459 entries,
54 news organizations are being honored with 77 awards.

“Everyone is proud of receiving an Edward R. Murrow
Award,” said RTNDA President Barbara Cochran. “What I like BARBARA COCHRAN
about the event itself is that we recognize a lot of excellent local RTNDA president
work as well as the best of the network work. Many awards tend to be
dominated by the networks, but this is a great combination that shows

the full range of excellence in news.”
Continued on Page 19
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All About ABC

The network’s news division will
take home half the awards in
national/syndie categories. Page 14

Engrossing Stories

NBC News' Bob Dotson gets fourth
Murrow for stories that make
viewers “late for the bus.” Page 14

Eyeing CBS’' Efforts

CBS News, CBSnews.com are
honored for excellence in real and
virtual worlds. Page 16
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tennis champ y
Andrea Jaeger =
offers perspective on her unique
journey. Page 17
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Survival Saga

ESPN Deportes' “Sobrevivientes”
tracks survivors of a rugby team’s
plane crash in the Andes. Page 18

Personal Touch
Seattle’s KOMO-TV takes large-
market laurel for its “Problem
Solvers" franchise. Page 18

Community Service

In the small-market race, WJAR-TV
leads way with public-service
mandate. Page 20

Unity Award Winners

CNN, WTLV-TV and WHA-TV are
honored for covering diversity with
distinction. Page 20
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