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“Do Not Disturb” may have had a

short life, but it made a big impres-
sion on critics. 

The three airings Fox gave its
hotel-set comedy were enough to
convince participants in Television-
Week’s semiannual Critics Poll to
declare it the worst show on TV this
winter. 

But while Fox claimed the top of
the poll, the worst list this year really
belongs to NBC. All four of the net-
work’s new scripted series—“Knight
Rider,” “Kath & Kim,” “My Own
Worst Enemy” and “Crusoe”—made
the top five.

First, though, some thoughts on
“Do Not Disturb”:

“What a waste of talent. What a
painfully unfunny show,” lamented
Mekeisha Madden Toby of the
Detroit News. 

“I want to believe Kevin Reilly
had nothing to do with this,” added
Florida Sun-Sentinel critic Tom
Jicha, referring to Fox’s head of
entertainment. 

Mr. Reilly did, indeed, have
something to do with “Do Not Dis-
turb.” He was not, however, involved
in any of the new NBC series that
had critics depressed.

That includes “Knight Rider,” the
No. 2 series on the worst list and a
series that Daily Variety Assistant
Managing Editor of Features Stuart
Levine declared simply “an embar-
rassment.” 

“Just knowing that show is on
makes small portions of my brain
melt every day,” added Melanie
McFarland of IMDb.com.

NBC newcomer “Kath & Kim,”
No. 3 on the worst list, also had crit-
ics hurling invectives at executives.
Alan Sepinwall of New Jersey’s Star-
Ledger summed up his reaction to
the show thus: “Ben Silverman
hates us, part one.” (Part two of the
hate saga, per Mr. Sepinwall:
“Knight Rider.”)

The presence of Christian Slater
didn’t stop “My Own Worst Enemy”
from landing in fourth place. “Ludi-

crous and lame,” declared John Grif-
fiths of US Weekly. “Should have nev-
er gotten past the scribble-on-a-
cocktail-napkin phase.”

“Crusoe,” which was stranded on
Fridays before moving to Saturdays,
generated enough ill will to land at
No. 5 on the list, tied with Fox’s silly
stunt show “Hole in the Wall.” 

Another game show, ABC’s
“Opportunity Knocks,” tied for No. 7
with NBC’s failed attempt at reviving
variety, “Rosie Live.” James Po-
niewozik of Time called the latter
event “a self-indulgent retro-cheese
nightmare, Broadway-style.”

CBS squeezed into the worst top
10 with its short-lived Friday soap
“The Ex List.” “It had one of the least
appealing main characters of any
recent network show I can remem-
ber,” said John Crook of Tribune
Media Services.

Rounding out the top 10: A tie
between ABC’s perennially ma-
ligned, apparently unstoppable
“According to Jim” and CBS’ own
male-centric domestic comedy,
“Gary Unmarried.” ■
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BEST & WORST SERIES
Votes were tabulated using a weighted scale. Critics submitted 10 shows in the best series category, with the top choice receiv-
ing 10 points, the second choice nine points and so on down to the 10th choice, which received one point. Shows were televised
between June 21 and Dec. 5.

BEST SERIES
Rank Show Network Summer ’08 Production Studio

Poll Ranking

1. Mad Men AMC N/R Lionsgate

2. The Shield FX N/R Fox Television Studios, Sony Pictures Television

3. 30 Rock NBC 3 Universal Media Studios, Broadway Video TV

4. Dexter Showtime N/R John Goldwyn Productions, Colleton Co.

5. True Blood HBO New HBO

6. The Daily Show With Jon Stewart Comedy Central 14 Comedy Central, Mad Cow, Hello Doggie

7. The Office NBC 4 Reveille, Universal Media Studios

8. Pushing Daisies ABC N/R Jinks/Cohen Productions, Living Dead Guy 

Productions, Warner Bros. Television

9. Friday Night Lights NBC 5 Imagine Entertainment, Universal Media Studios, 
Film 44

10. Chuck NBC N/R College Hill Pictures, Warner Bros. Television, 
Wonderland Sound & Vision

11. The Big Bang Theory CBS 14 CBS TV, Warner Bros. TV

12. House Fox 6 Heel & Toe Films, Shore Z, Bad Hat Harry, 
Universal Media Studios

13. Saturday Night Live NBC N/R Broadway Video TV, SNL Studios

14. Eli Stone ABC 25 Berlanti TV, Touchstone TV

15. Entourage HBO N/R HBO, Leverage Management

16. How I Met Your Mother CBS 17 20th Century Fox TV

17. Life on Mars ABC New 20th Century Fox TV, ABC Studios

18. Sons of Anarchy FX New Fox 21, FX Productions

19. The Closer TNT N/R Shephard/Robin Co., Warner Bros. Pictures, 
Warner Bros. TV

20. The Colbert Report Comedy Central 17 Busboy, Comedy Central, Hello Doggie, Spartina

21. Californication Showtime N/R Aggressive Mediocrity, And Then…, Showtime, 

Twilight Time Films

21. Fringe Fox New Bad Robot Productions, Warner Bros. TV

22. The Mentalist CBS New Warner Bros. TV

23. Burn Notice USA N/R Fox Television Studios, Fuse Entertainment

24. Boston Legal ABC N/R David E. Kelley Productions, 20th Century Fox TV

25.  Desperate Housewives ABC 20 Touchstone TV, Cherry

WORST SERIES
Rank Show Network Summer ’08 Production Studio

Poll Ranking

1. Do Not Disturb Fox New 20th Century Fox TV, Principato-Young Productions, 
Reveille

2. Knight Rider NBC New Dutch Oven Productions, Universal Media Studios

3. Kath & Kim NBC New Reveille, Universal Media Studios

4. My Own Worst Enemy NBC New Universal Media Studios

5. Crusoe NBC New Bluewater Productions, Incendo Productions, 
Moonlighting, Muse, Power

5. Hole in the Wall Fox New FremantleMedia North America

6. Opportunity Knocks ABC New 3 Ball Productions, Katalyst Films

6. Rosie Live NBC New KidRo Productions, Universal Media Studios

7. The Ex List CBS New 20th Century Fox TV

8. According to Jim ABC 9 Brad Grey TV, Touchstone TV

8. Gary Unmarried CBS New ABC Studios, CBS Paramount Network Television

“The Daily Show 
With Jon Stewart” “The Office”

“Do Not Disturb” “Knight Rider” “Kath & Kim”

THE
WORST

“True Blood”

ON THE LIST NBC had four of the
five worst shows, including “My Own
Worst Enemy,” top, and “Crusoe.” 

“Pushing Daisies” “Hole in the Wall”

BEST WORST

Network’s Four Fall Premieres Join Fox’s 
‘Do Not Disturb’ Among Top 5 Worst Shows
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