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IT’S A GREAT TIME TO FLY    
Air travel has never been safer, faster or easier. Airlines and their employees are delivering 

strong on-time performance and baggage delivery, and airfares have stayed affordable 

even as inflation has driven up prices elsewhere. Commercial aviation also supports 10 

million American jobs, helping to drive more than $1 trillion in economic activity every year 

in the United States alone.

We can still make flying even better. Long waits in Customs lines, an outdated air traffic 

control system and the effects of sequestration all make air travel less efficient and high 

aviation taxes make flying more costly. Airlines for America (A4A) and its members 

are actively addressing these issues and working to improve air travel for the benefit of 

passengers, airline employees, communities, businesses and shippers—and ultimately, our 

economy—every day.

Want to learn more? Call A4A’s media relations team at (202) 626-4000 
or email us at mediarelations@airlines.org.

@airlinesdotorg Airlines.org

@Natl_Air_Policy NationalAirlinePolicy.com facebook.com/NationalAirlinePolicy
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It was a lesson we learned during too many events in the last year, from 
Boston to Egypt. Places where travel journalists thought they were likely 
safe can erupt almost instantly into places of mayhem and danger. In Al 
Stewart’s article on this subject, he speaks to a number of travel journal-
ists who give us some advice on how to stay safe.

Al has another piece in this issue that’s more on the lighter side. In 
it he reveals some secrets about what makes someone a good travel 
journalist. One of my favorite appraisals of what makes good travel writ-
ing comes from the travel adventurer Tom Miller, who once said, “Great 

travel writing consists of equal parts curiosity, vulnerability and vocabulary. It is not a terrain 
for know-it-alls or the indecisive. � e best of the genre can simply be an elegant natural 
history essay, a nicely writ sports piece, or a well-turned pro� le of a bar band and its music. 
A well-grounded sense of place is the challenge for the writer. We observe, we calculate, we 
inquire, we look for a link between what we already know and what we’re about to learn. � e 
� nest travel writing describes what’s going on when nobody’s looking.”

Miller’s description is a wonderful one to describe an article that I think is the best travel 
writing I’ve ever read. It’s E.B. White’s famous commentary from the April 1949 issue of that 
late great travel magazine Holiday, titled “Here is New York.” My essay about White’s essay is 
the subject of this issue’s Sign-O�  page.

Our old friend Tom Jicha, recently retired from the TV beat at the South Florida Sun 
Sentinel, writes a pleasing curtain-raiser for us about the SATW convention that will be cel-
ebrating the delights of the Gulf Coast. In his piece Jicha speaks to SATW outgoing president 
Lillian Africano. A longtime travel journalist, Africano told him. “Print is shrinking and the 
Internet is exploding. Most writers have discovered that they can’t make a living from print 
alone. Almost every writer and editor works in both � elds now.”

It’s a truism that every modern journalist knows, whatever their specialty. It’s a major shift 
that will continue, and a dramatic change that means more opportunity for those journalists 
willing and eager to embrace the changes.

 — Chuck Ross, Editor
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The Coast is Clear 
and Thriving

SOCIETY OF AMERICAN TRAVEL WRITERS

The Coast is Clear 
and Thriving
This Year the SATW Convention Highlights 
an American Original
By Tom Jicha
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America’s Gulf Coast has experienced a near miraculous 
recovery from the catastrophic Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
of 2010. The beaches are pristine again, the fi shing is as 

bountiful as ever and the seafood is out of this world.
� is is the message the Mississippi coastal area wants disseminated 

far and wide as it hosts the annual Society of American Travel Writers 
(SATW) convention from Oct. 20–25. What stronger endorsement 
can a resort community get than a nod from the people who shape 
opinion on destinations around the globe? Indeed, two of the three 
most recent conventions have been in Germany and New Zealand. 
(� e 2012 session was in Indianapolis.)

� e Beau Rivage in Biloxi is ground zero for the convention. 
However, the entire region, billed as “62 miles of food, hospitality 

and history,” will be rolling out 
the red carpet for its in� uential 
guests.

� e regional approach is a 
bit of a departure, according 
to Cindy Lemek, executive 
director of the SATW.   But 
the entire Gulf Coast has a 
story it is anxious for potential 
vacationers to hear, so it bid as 
one entity.

“When people think of the 
area, they think beaches and 
gaming, but there is so much 
more,” said Peggy Bendel, a 
travel publicist and incoming 
Secretary of SATW. � e 

approximately 325 expected to attend will be able to avail themselves 
of tours of Biloxi as well as shrimp boats on the Gulf. 

Structured dinners are scheduled for each evening, except Tuesday, 
which has been left open to allow attendees to choose their own 
dining destination from the inviting array of specialty restaurants 
in the area. � e closing night dinner will be at the Je� erson Davis 
plantation and library, “Beauvoir.”

SATW will honor outstanding work in their � eld at luncheon on 
Monday. � e Lowell � omas Award will be presented for excellence 
in travel reporting; the Muster Award will recognize outstanding 
travel photography and the Phoenix Award will go to a reporter 
whose work stands out in the area of conservation, preservation, 
beauti� cation and anti-pollution e� orts as they relate to travel. 

� e makeup of SATW has been transitioning in recent years as 
print magazines and newspapers trim sta� , especially from feature 
areas. “More and more now, our members are non-salaried free-
lancers,” Lemek said.

� e ratio of print to Internet outlets for travel pieces is tilting 
toward the latter, according to Lillian Africano, outgoing president 
of the SATW, who will be attending her 11th convention. “Print is 
shrinking and the Internet is exploding. Most writers have discovered 
that they can’t make a living from print alone. Almost every writer 

and editor works in both � elds now. � ere are people with serious 
blogs.”

Registration, which includes lodging and most meals, is $385 for 

journalists. To help members for whom cost is an overriding issue, 
a mini registration, which covers everything from Sunday through 
Tuesday afternoon, is available for $350, according to Bendel.

To serve the evolving membership, several professional 
development seminars are on the agenda. One presentation will be 
on how to gain the widest possible distribution through social media.

Representatives of content management system WordPress have 
scheduled a full-day immersion on developing apps and marketing 
and monetizing work. 

� e opportunity for writers and editors to meet face-to-face with 
publicists and representatives of convention and visitors bureaus is 
like “speed dating,” Africano said.  Sign-up sheets will be available 
for journalists to schedule an individual meeting with a speci� c 
publicist or visitors bureau representative.

“But we’re available at all times throughout the convention,” 
Bendel said, donning her publicist’s hat.

Without the fallback of 
a regular paycheck and the 
necessity to cover their own 
expenses, journalists are always 
on the lookout for stories 
they can take home from 
the convention, according to 
Africano, who did some advance 
homework.

“A question I always ask is, 
‘Am I going to be able to make 
the money back?’ I wanted to 
� nd at least three stories to tell 
about life on the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast. For sure, I’m going 
to be able to make the money 
back.” 

Tom Jicha was the TV writer for the Miami News from 1980-1988 
and the South Florida Sun Sentinel from 1989-2012. He is a past 
president of the Television Critics Association. He can be reached at 
tvtomj@bellsouth.net.

“When people think of the area, 
they think beaches and gaming, 

but there is so much more,” 
 — Peggy Bendel

PEGGY BENDEL

CINDY LEMEK
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SATW 2013 PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR

MAORI WOMAN NEAR SPRINGS IN NEW ZEALAND. PHOTO BY ERIC LINDBERG.



Through a 
Lens with 
Refi ned 
Luminosity 
that Dazzles 

ERIC LINDBERG is a modest man. Ask him what makes a 
truly great photograph, and he says, “It’s primarily a process of 
serendipity. Being at the right place at the right time.”

While what Lindberg says is actually a truth about great 
photography, it belies his wondrous skill. Over our lifetimes most 
of us, at one time or another, have found ourselves at a place where 
we’ve said to ourselves, “if only I had a camera.” And, thanks to the 
cell phone revolution, most of us now indeed have that cell phone 
camera with us.

But I submit to you, members of the jury, that only a handful of 
us would end up using our cameras to shoot anything close to the 
stunning, artful photos that Lindberg takes.

And it’s more than just his equipment. Lindberg says that most 
of the pictures in this issue that he took were taken with one of his 
two Canon EOS 7Ds. And he recently picked up a Canon EOS 
5D Mark III. While these are terri� c cameras, it’s still Eric’s eye 
and his gut instinct that makes him such a special photographer. 
(How special? � is is the second time he’s been named SATW 
Photographer of the Year.) 

Lindberg says he continues to be a student of photography and the 
great equipment available to him. For example, he says he’s pro� cient 
“with about half ” the buttons on his camera. 

What is clear, however, is that Lindberg has, purposefully, been 
able to develop his skills as to what makes compelling pictures. 
Indeed, he says, “I think I see the world di� erently than anyone 
else.” It’s the skill of a superb journalist who knows how the right 
photograph can tell an awesome story.

Looking at his photographs as a total group, one can say they have 
a certain quietude that re� ects both beauty and subtly. � e latter two 
words are two of Lindberg’s favorite adjectives to describe his photos. 

We thank Eric for letting us reprint some of his outstanding work 
in this issue. We hope you enjoy the photographs as much as we do. 

 — Chuck Ross 
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MAN IN SRI LANKA. PHOTO BY ERIC LINDBERG.



Success as a travel writer calls for child-like curiosity and a 
dare-devil’s mind-set, tempered by patience, restraint and 
diplomacy. Entertaining and engaging readers is always a 

major priority; but nothing is more important that an unyielding 
commitment to getting the story right.

In other words, good travel writing demands the same skill set 
needed to hit the mark as a journalist covering any beat.

As members of the 58-year-old Society of American Travel 
Writers (SATW) prepared for their annual convention, October 20–
23 at the Beau Rivage Resort and Casino in Biloxi, Miss., NewsPro 
asked a sample of prominent travel writers how they got into the � eld 
and if they feel journalistic training makes for better travel writing.

While there is no one clear career path to travel writing, veterans 
of the beat agree it almost always passes through a newsroom. It 
is there that research and writing skills are honed and tough 
professional standards are imposed. Young reporters eyeing avenues 
for advancement also get their � rst glimpse of the globe trotting jet-
setting lifestyle of a travel writer, one of journalism’s most coveted jobs. 

“A good travel writer is a good writer who happens to write about 
travel,” said Lillian Africano, an accomplished travel writer and 
author, who is SATW’s outgoing president. She noted that curiosity 
and a taste for adventure are not a substitute for writing and reporting 
skills. “You have to have the ability to create a cinema of the mind,” 
she said. “You want your readers to taste and smell it with you.”

While growing up in the small northern New Jersey town of 
Patterson, Africano says she developed an early a�  nity for travel and 
journalism. � e exposure to journalism — including serving as editor 
of her high school newspaper — was a stepping o�  point to “several 
decades” of travel writing, she says. While she noted that the day-to-
day realities di� er from those of a beat writer covering city hall, for 
example, the fundamentals are consistent. A reporting background, 
she said, “makes you curious, very curious. It makes you want to dig 
a little deeper.” 

Diana Lambdin Meyer, a travel writer who studied journalism in 
college and once worked as a news anchor for an NBC TV a�  liate, 
said her training still in� uences her approach to the second career she 
embarked upon 18 years ago. “I feel a heavy ethical responsibility,” 
she said, re� ecting on her days covering hard news.

“I learned, get the story, get it right and get it in the shortest 

amount of time — and that last part serves you well when you are 
freelancing — but it also reminds you of the importance of fact 
checking and getting balance,” Lambdin Meyer continued. “Even if it 
is a feature story that is more narrative, you still have a responsibility.”

While a background as a reporter is seen as an edge for travel 
journalists one travel writer noted that the nature of the travel and 
tourism industry can present ethical quagmires (see story, page 13). 
Often, free trips and accommodations are used to lure writers to a 
travel destination. Having worked as a newspaper editor and a travel 
writer, as well as a publicist promoting tourism, Tom Adkinson has a 
unique perspective on the issue.

“I know that there can be times when, if you write a good story 
you can o� end the people who paid for the trip,” said Adkinson, 
“But I come from a journalism background. Travel reporting is 
reporting. � ere are going to be ‘familiarization tours’ and other 
subsidized trips, but a good journalist knows to present all sides. If 
you sugar coat things you lose credibility. � at’s where the journalism 
background comes in.” 

As someone who has been on both the giving and receiving end of 
free trips for a travel writers, Adkinson said it’s been his experience 
that the host only wants the story to be a fair and accurate account 
of the destination. “A good journalist knows that and rises to the 
occasion.”

Travel journalists also noted that newspaper experience will 
be increasingly hard to come by as print declines. � e journalistic 
credentials for the next generation of travel reporters, they agreed, 
will likely be more grounded in new media with a greater focus on 
technical skills related to video and imaging. Still, the shift leaves 
some to wonder where the next generation of travel journalists will 
get their news-gathering experience.

“It is not that important to know how a newspaper works. It used 
to be very important,” said Judy Wells, a travel writer with more 
than two decades of experience. “Now, instead of a background at 
a newspaper you have more people come from blogs and websites. 
� at doesn’t change the standards. You still have to get your facts 
straight.” 

Al Stewart is a Los Angeles-based freelance writer and photographer 
whose background includes sta�  positions at Adweek, Billboard and 
Variety. He can be reached at aljstewart@aol.com.

From the Pleasures 
of Positano to the 
Choices in Cancun 
How I Became a Travel Writer 
By Al Stewart

10 | November 2013 | NewsPro 
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SATW 2013 PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR

PREGNANT WOMAN IN A TEMPLE IN SRI LANKA. PHOTO BY ERIC LINDBERG.

see page 16 for more photos
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TWO WOMEN ON A TRAIN IN SRI LANKA. PHOTO BY ERIC LINDBERG.
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Untangling the ethics of travel journalism can be quite a trip. 
� ere’s plenty to chew on, beginning with the hard and fast 

rules of some publications versus the more relaxed guidelines 
of the Society of American Travel Writers (SATW), whose roughly 
1,200 members include both journalists and “people who represent 
the hospitality industry,” according to outgoing SATW president 
Lillian Africano.

� e East and West coast goliaths of daily print journalism, 
� e New York Times and the 
Los Angeles Times, still have 
unbending rules regarding free 
trips. � ey’re simply not allowed.

Its Travel section “will not 
consider pieces written about 
trips that have been subsidized 
in any way (even if part of a 
trip was not comped),” says the 
Los Angeles Times. And � e 
New York Times in its printed 
guidelines says that travel writers, 
whether sta� ers or freelancers, 
are prohibited from accepting 
“free or discounted services or 
preferential treatment from any 
element of the travel industry.”

All well and good. But what are enterprising travel journalists to 
do if they must � rst absorb all the expenses of a trip and then hope to 
sell their stories for enough money to turn even a small pro� t? Rome 
wasn’t built in a day, but even a day’s stay can be pricey.

“We don’t have a hard and fast rule on whether members may or 
may not take free trips,” says the SATW’s Africano, who has taken 
many of them herself. “Because it’s kind of ridiculous if a publication 
will pay $200 for a travel story but they don’t pay expenses and it 
would cost you $900 to do the story.”

� e organization’s printed code of ethics instead says that “content 
providers shall be open with editors/publishers about their own 
subsidized travel for an assignment.”

Africano recommends that print or online outlets be transparent 
in disclosing at the end of their travel stories whether journalists’ 
trips were subsidized. But many don’t.

� e Dallas Morning News, one of a dwindling number of dailies 
with a self-standing Sunday Travel section, declined to make its 
editor available for an interview. But the newspaper recommended 

contacting the SATW because “they have a code of ethics for 
members, which is important because we rely on freelance writers.”

Travel stories in recent editions of the Dallas Morning News, 
all by freelancers, carry no disclaimers, however. A rave review of 
Santiago de Compostela, Spain by a Minnesota-based freelancer, for 
instance, included no supplemental information beyond that.

Alexis Grant, formerly a city hall reporter for the Houston 
Chronicle, has written several travel stories — and strong opinions 
on travel writing ethics — for her alexisgrant.com blog. She caused 
a stir in 2011 with her view that “journalists with ethics don’t accept 
free trips” but that bloggers can do so because they “often have 
di� erent goals and abide by di� erent rules than journalists.”

Grant says she still draws the distinction. “When I was a journalist 
I abided by journalism rules. And now I don’t. I’m a blogger,” she says 
in an interview. “Blogging is its own art. I think it’s � ne to take free 
press trips as a blogger to reach your own goals, and if you disclose it 
to readers. But if you’re a journalist, it’s not.”

Matt Kepnes, proprietor of his own travel site, nomadicmatt.com, 
agrees that “people who call themselves journalists tend to hold 
themselves to higher ethical standards.”

But he has standards, too, Kepnes says. “I may take one or two free 
trips per year, but for the most part I pay for all my travel and it’s not 
a big deal.”

 Kepnes says he makes a gainful living as a travel blogger by selling 
his guides online. “It’s ethical if you tell your readers a trip was 
entirely paid for. � ey understand you’re going to get some things for 
free. But if you’re taking everything for free and you’re always talking 
about how great things are, then how can they relate to your advice?”

Another longtime SATW member, who asked not to be identi� ed, 
says that a growing number of today’s travel bloggers are simply 
“cutting deals” in return for glowing coverage.

“It’s a di� erent kind of commerce than in the old days,” the 
member laments.

But the free rides go on, even if budget cuts have reduced their 
numbers and sometimes their glamour.

“� ere are still hosted trips, sure,” says Africano. “But very often I 
might get an invitation that says, ‘If you � nd yourself in Scottsdale, 
please drop by and we’d like to show you our property.’ � ey just don’t 
have the money like they used to.” 

Ed Bark is the former longtime TV critic for the Dallas Morning News 
who in 2006 founded the TV website unclebarky.com. His work has also 
appeared recently in � e New York Times and on cnn.com. He can be 
reached at unclebarky@verizon.net.

How Not to Get Tripped 
Up by the Ethics of 
Travel Journalism 
By Ed Bark

LILLIAN AFRICANO
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No matter how picturesque the setting, or how safe and calm 
everything seems, any travel destination can quickly descend 
into chaos and pandemonium. A violent street protest, a coup 

attempt, terrorist attack or natural disaster can have a ripple effect 
that wreaks havoc well beyond the fl ash point of the crisis.

Syria and Egypt are two recent reminders. In both nations political 
unrest erupted and conditions quickly deteriorated. Like all foreign 
visitors, journalists — particularly independent journalists — found 
their safety in peril. Often they were left with no way to contact 
people back home. Anyone unfamiliar with their surroundings or 
who looked out of place was advised to stay o�  the streets. � ere are 
many other similar hot spots around the globe.

Without much prodding, most travel journalists can recall a litany 
of road woes. Many are 
war stories about airports 
closed or cabs hopelessly 
lost. Others are actual 
war stories involving 
armed guards threatening 
to shoot, angry mobs or 
rebel forces taking control. 
Other more personal 
recollections involve 
illness, broken bones and 
camera equipment lost.   

NewsPro asked a 
selection of veteran travel 
journalists for re� ections 
and/or advice related 
to travel, particularly in 
areas with the potential 
for trouble. Without 

exception they said risk comes with the territory. Also, being 
identi� ed as a member of the press can be a double-edged sword. 
While it can bring unwanted attention, it might just as likely help in 
a tight spot or grease the wheels when asking for assistance. Above 
all else, they agree, attitude is everything. 

“I have been � red on, I had a soldier hold a gun to my head, I 
have been detained for no reason — everything you can think of,” 
said Michael Luongo, a travel writer and teacher who has reported 
on 80 countries. � e threats, he said, were usually from soldiers or 

others who were suspicious of the press or unhappy with his photo 
subjects including a mosque. He says a calm and polite demeanor is 
imperative even in stressful circumstances.

On a more practical level, Luongo said he is never without a 
heating coil that can boil water for tea or meals. He also has a ready 
supply of protein bars and packs old items of clothes that can be 
discarded after use. He often brings extra pens to hand out to local 
children in need of school suppliers and a carries travel insurance 
that covers the cost of an emergency evacuation. 

“Hire a driver and make sure people know where you are,” said 
travel writer Lillian Africano, who has written extensively about the 
Middle East and is the outgoing president of the Society of American 
Travel Writers. “I also remember someone from the state department 
advising us to have a fail safe plan. You let someone know that if they 
do not hear from you within a certain time frame, they should call 
the state department.”

“Watch where you step,” said Judy Wells, who has been a full time 
travel writer for more than 20 years. “I was getting into a � shing boat 
in Mexico and misjudged it. I broke my foot and didn’t realize it until 
the next day. You do not want to be needing medical attention when 
you are traveling.” But in the event that you do, it’s advisable to have 
your prescription history and medical contact information with you.

Wells said that petty criminals and pick-pockets are also a 
concern. “Keep your wits about you and don’t look like a victim. And 
if something major does happen get to a U.S. agency.”

She said she also has a way for defusing tensions aimed at American 
citizens. “Tell them you’re Canadian. Everyone loves Canadians so I 
carry a Canadian � ag pin I can put on,” she said.

“You can’t let the threat of violence or a negative occurrence curtail 
you from exploring the world,” said travel writer Tom Gri�  th, the 
author of 65 books.

He says that on a trip to Egypt during the protests in early 2011, 
he had a powerful reminder of the area’s volatility “I walked through 
a four-thousand year old market in Cairo and the next morning, 
exactly where I was walking, a bomb tore the whole place apart. � e 
same thing happened to me in Dublin when the IRA was blowing 
things up. If I am going to let that bother me I would just sit on my 
couch and renew my cable TV subscription.” 

Al Stewart is a Los Angeles-based freelance writer and photographer 
whose background includes sta�  positions at Adweek, Billboard and 
Variety. He can be reached at aljstewart@aol.com.

When Your Travel 
Destination Becomes a 
Hot Spot. Survival Tips. 
“Tell Them You’re Canadian” 
By Al Stewart

MICHAEL LUONGO
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HORSES IN SASKATCHEWAN, CANADA. PHOTO BY ERIC LINDBERG.
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SATW 2013 PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR

HOUSE IN A GRASSLANDS AREA IN SASKATCHEWAN, CANADA. PHOTO BY ERIC LINDBERG.
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In April of 1949, Holiday, one of the best travel magazines ever, 
put out a special issue all about the city of New York. 

Checking in at a hefty 170 pages, the issue carried articles by, 
amongst others, Roger Angell, Louis Kronenberger, Lucius Beebe, 
John Lardner, S.J. Perelman, and Earl Wilson. Langston Hughes 
contributed poetry for the issue. And E.B. White — at the behest 
of his stepson, Roger Angell — wrote 
a long essay titled “Here is New York” 
that, in my opinion, is the � nest article 
ever written in the � eld of travel 
journalism.

I’m prejudiced, of course, because I 
think New York is the greatest city in 
the world. I lived there from the end 
of 1989 until the beginning of 1997. 
By that time our � rst son had recently 
turned one, and my wife said it had 
become just too hard to raise him on 
the Upper West Side of Manhattan, 
where we lived. We were on 81st near 
Columbus. I said “No problem. We 
know people in Brooklyn.” She said “I 
was thinking a bit further away.” “OK. 
Stamford’s not a bad commute.” “I was 
thinking more like STAN-ford.” She 
was from Northern California (I’m 
originally from L.A.), and so it was 
back to California we went. If it was 
up to me, I would have never left New 
York City. 

� e subhead on White’s essay is “A 
look into the soul of this international 
capital of dreams and dollars, this symbol of the good and bad, the 
sublime and foolish in urban life.”

 � e essay begins with this wonderful paragraph: “On any person 
who desires such queer prizes, New York will bestow the gift of 
loneliness and the gift of privacy. It is this largess that accounts for 
the presence within the city’s walls of a considerable section of the 
population: for residents of Manhattan are to a large extent strangers 
who have pulled up stakes somewhere and come to town, seeking 
sanctuary or ful� llment or some greater or lesser grail. � e capacity 

to make such dubious gifts is a mysterious quality of New York. It 
can destroy the individual, or it can ful� ll him, depending a good 
deal on luck. No one should come to New York to live unless he is 
willing to be lucky.”

All of what White says in that paragraph I felt was certainly also 
true about the New York I lived in in the 1990s. 

A little bit later in the essay — 
which, by the way, can be found on 
the Internet for free, or as a short 
book on Amazon — White writes, 
“A poem compresses much in a small 
space and adds music, thus heightening 
its meaning. � e city is like poetry; it 
compresses all life, all races and breeds, 
into a small island and adds music 
and the accompaniment of internal 
engines. � e island of Manhattan is 
without any doubt the greatest human 
concentrate on earth, the poem whose 
magic is comprehensible to millions 
of permanent residents but whose full 
meaning will always remain illusive.” 

After waxing poetic about the city,  
White writes, “New York provides not 
only a continuing excitation but also a 
spectacle that is continuing. I wander 
around, re-examining this spectacle, 
hoping that I can put it on paper.” He 
then proceeds to do just that. White 
did his walk around the city during a 
sweltering heat wave in August, 1948. 

Flash forward to another hot 
summer, this one in the early 1990s. It’s a Sunday, late afternoon and 
I had just seen an old movie at the Film Forum on Houston. I had 
walked the short distance to the uptown Houston subway station to 
catch a No. 1 train back to my Upper West Side apartment. 

For a few minutes I was the only person in the entire station. 
� en, slowly, faintly, I heard a tapping noise. As it got louder I turned 
and saw a man descending the stairs into the station, tapping with 
his white cane so he wouldn’t trip. Besides the cane, he carried a 
Walkman and was listening to it with headphones. 
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We had been sitting for about � ve minutes when I again heard 
tapping. But this time it was coming from the stairs across the 
tracks from where we were sitting, in the part of the station for the 
downtown subway. I watched as a woman then sat down, waiting for 
her downtown train. 

� en I thought to myself, what are the odds that these two 
blind people are the only ones in the station with me late on this 
hot Sunday afternoon, and they are waiting for trains in opposite 
directions? So I turned to the blind man who was listening  to his 
Walkman and said loudly, “Excuse me, are you waiting for someone?” 
He took o   his headphones and said, “Yes, yes I am.” “A woman.” 
“Yes.” “Would she also happen to be blind?” “Yes.”

We then determined that he was the one who was actually on the 
wrong side of the station, since they were supposed to meet on  the 
downtown side. He called across the tracks, got  her attention, and 
told her to wait for him. � en he left my side of the station to be 
with her. 

� at’s just one of my many New York stories. As White, writes, 
“New York is both changeless and changing.” 

He then speaks, in his essay of 1949, of one change that eerily 
prognosticated what happened on 9/11: “� e subtlest change in 
New York is something people don’t speak much about but that 
is in everyone’s mind. � e city, for the � rst time in its long history, 

is destructible. A single � ight of planes no bigger than a wedge of 
geese can quickly end this island fantasy, burn the towers, crumble 
the bridges, turn the underground passages into lethal chambers, 
cremate the millions. � e intimation of mortality is part of New York 
now: in the sound of jets overhead, in the black headlines of the latest 
edition.”

As a cockeyed optimist, I refuse to end my essay with any hint of 
a negative reality. I much prefer to quote another passage of White’s 
composition, wherein he talks about those of us not born in New 
York but who are invariably drawn there. White says there are three 
New Yorks, really: the New York of those born there, the New York 
of those who commute to work there, and the New York of those of 
us who come there seeking our futures.

He writes, “Of these three trembling cities the greatest is the 
last — the city of � nal destination, the city that is a goal. It is this 
third city that accounts for New York’s high-strung disposition, its 
poetical deportment, its dedication to the arts, and its incomparable 
achievements. Commuters give the city its tidal restlessness; natives 
give it solidity and continuity, but the settlers give it passion. . . . 
[Each settler] absorbs New York with the fresh eyes of an adventurer, 
each generates heat and light to dwarf the Consolidated Edison 
Company.”  
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